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world’s rarest tortoises to Asian and
European collectors; poachers kill and
roast scores of lemurs for restaurants;
and armed loggers brazenly plunder
protected forests, looting dwindling
hardwoods for furniture. These activi-
ties not only deny locals access to
basic resources, they also degrade the
country’s thriving eco-tourism indus-
try which brought in almost $400 mil-
lion last year.

The United States has condemned
this current government and suspended
all nonhumanitarian aid and termi-
nated assistance through a Millennium
Development Corporation compact.
The World Wildlife Fund, Conservation
International and the Wildlife Con-
servation Society have all denounced
the subsequent wholesale exploitation
of some of the world’s most diverse for-
ests and the decimation of the local
people’s resources and livelihood.

As the World Forestry Congress con-
venes this week, we have an excellent
opportunity to raise awareness to stop
rampant illegal logging and the har-
vesting of species. I am pleased that
the United States Forest Service chief
specifically referenced our resolution,
H. Res. 839, during his address to the
Forestry Congress as an example of
United States commitment. The inter-
national community, all of us, must
engage before it’s too late for these
protected species and do all we can to
prevent the irreparable harm caused by
illegal logging.

This resolution condemns the ongo-
ing tragedy and calls for the restora-
tion of the rule of law and shows that
the Federal Government will fight to
help the people of Madagascar protect
these resources.

I hope my colleagues will join me in
cosponsoring House Resolution 839 so
that the House can do its part to stop
this outrage.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 51
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Together let us thank God for an-
other day of life. Lord, we are truly
gifted with another opportunity to
praise and thank You for our many
blessings. By our being truly present to
others today by our work in public
service on behalf of others, Lord, may
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we lift up their spirits and provide
some hope to those most in need.

Open our eyes, Lord, to see Your
wonders that surround us. May a faith
vision shape our priority of issues de-
manding our attention and may honest
responsibility reveal just how much
ability we have to respond to all Your
people and the common good of the Na-
tion.

Open our hearts, Lord, that we may
trust the wisdom shared and the faith
witnessed when we truly listen to one
another. May each of us draw closer to
one another and so strengthen the
union of these United States and give
You the glory both now and forever.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
ADLER) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

GUN CONTROL

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the
Supreme Court said last year that the
Second Amendment means what it
says: ‘“The right of the people to keep
and bear arms shall not be infringed.”
There is nothing vague about that per-
sonal right. Never mind, Chicago still
has a gun ban law.

So the Supreme Court agreed to hear
a case where those who believe in lib-
erty are challenging the Chicago
antigun law. Gun Grabbers pass a gun
ban claiming it reduces crime, but
crime actually goes up in banishment
areas. So this is not about crime.

The antigun lobby steals individual
freedom under the false pretext of pro-
viding security by government. In re-
ality, these people want more govern-
ment intrusion into our personal lives.
Obliteration of the Second Amendment
is one of the most intrusive methods
they use. Gun control is really govern-
ment control.

The Second Amendment was, among
other things, originally designed to
protect people against tyranny. Thom-
as Jefferson said, ‘“‘“Those who hammer
their guns into plows will plow for
those who do not.”

The right to bear arms should apply
even in Chicago, whether the paranoid
gun control crowd likes it or not.
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And that’s just the way it is.

——————

DEMOCRATS’ HEALTH CARE PLAN
WILL KILL JOBS

(Mr. BOEHNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BOEHNER. Mr. Speaker, having
run a small business, I know what it’s
like to meet a payroll and offer health
care benefits to my employees. I know
what it’s like to create jobs for fami-
lies struggling to make ends meet. I
also understand the consequences for
small businesses when Washington im-
poses higher taxes, new government
mandates, and more red tape.

Americans know that small busi-
nesses are the engine of job creation in
their communities; government is not.
And more than ever before, small busi-
nesses need solutions from Washington
that help create jobs and provide qual-
ity, affordable health care for their em-
ployees.

Republicans have been offering those
solutions all year long: solutions like
allowing small business to join to-
gether to get health insurance at lower
rates—the same way that large busi-
nesses and labor unions do today; pro-
moting wellness and expanded health
savings accounts to provide additional
flexibility to small businesses; and end-
ing junk lawsuits to lower health care
costs for small businesses and all
Americans.

Under the Democrats’ costly govern-
ment-run plan, however, health care
costs are going to go up and countless
small business jobs will be destroyed as
a result. At the heart of the Demo-
crats’ plan is a massive tax increase
which will fall most heavily on entre-
preneurs that run small businesses. It
also includes the harsh mandate that
requires employers to provide health
insurance or face a steep tax.

It will kill jobs, plain and simple.

———

HONORING  THE SERVICE OF
LANCE CORPORAL ALFONSO
OCHOA, JR.

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor the service of Lance Corporal
Alfonso Ochoa, Jr., who was recently
killed by a roadside bomb in Afghani-
stan.

A native of Armona, California, Al-
fonso joined the Marine Corps only
after graduating early from Hanford
High School. His enthusiasm to his
country and his commitments were ap-
parent to all who knew him. It is my
hope that Alfonso’s strength, valor,
and pride in our Nation will serve as an
example for all of us.

My thoughts are with his father and
mother, as well as his wife, whom he
just married 6 months ago, and go out
on behalf of all Americans.

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I would
also like to mention that two other
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